Dilation of the ventriculus terminalis: sonographic findings.
A newborn term male infant was found to have the stigmata of VACTERL syndrome, including cervical and thoracic hemivertebra, partial sacral agenesis, 13 pairs of ribs, high imperforate anus with rectovesical fistula, and tracheoesophageal fistula with proximal esophageal atresia. No open spinal dysraphism or skin dimpling was seen. Ultrasonography of the spinal cord was performed to screen for occult anomalies. The examination revealed a lipoma of the filum terminalis and a low-lying conus medullaris at the L3-L4 level with a large central cystic structure in the terminal cord, which was continuous with the central canal (Fig. 1). This was thought to most likely represent a dilated ventriculus terminalis, and the diagnosis was confirmed on a subsequent MR image (Fig. 2). Fluid in the cyst followed cerebrospinal fluid signal in all sequences. We observed no abnormal signal in the adjacent parenchyma or enhancement associated with the cystic mass. A cranial ultrasonogram did not reveal any intracranial anomalies. The patient demonstrated no neurologic deficits in the lower extremities. Bowel and urinary continence was not assessable in this infant.